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MISSION STATEMENT

St. John Vianney Primary School Morisset is a Catholic Community where everyone shows respect, forgives others, values honesty and grows through learning as we strive everyday to do our best
Aboriginal Education Policy

2018
St. John Vianney Catholic School is built on the land of the Awabakal people
Rationale
At St. John Vianney Catholic School Morisset, we believe that all students are equally entitled to the conditions most likely to lead to a successful experience and completion of schooling. These differences arise from ethnicity, language and culture, socio-economic circumstances, geographical location and disabilities/specific learning needs. 
We acknowledge that all children are unique and learn differently. St. John Vianney Catholic School respond to this through the Aboriginal Education Policy, which places importance on the values and philosophy of Aboriginal Education. 
Aim
· To foster a deeper understanding of Aboriginal spirituality within staff.
· To promote a deeper sense of identity within students.
· To develop and promote knowledge and understandings about Aboriginal Australia by providing culturally inclusive curricula that respects traditional and contemporary Aboriginal culture, appropriate protocols and spirituality and Aboriginal history.
· To provide opportunities for members of school communities to enhance their appreciation and understanding of Aboriginal culture and spirituality.
· To develop effective Diocesan and school practices that are mindful of Aboriginal approaches to education and knowledge.
· To provide quality Catholic Education underpinned by high expectations that support Aboriginal students in developing to their potential.
· Strengthen partnership with Aboriginal community members.
· Promote reconciliation by working in partnership with Aboriginal parents to change social attitudes towards accepting and valuing the skills, knowledge and understandings of Aboriginal people.
St. John Vianney Catholic School is aspirational in its implementation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education and works toward the key strategies detailed by the Diocesan Aboriginal Education Policy:

· Developing links with Aboriginal families and communities.
· Understanding and appreciating the significant issues affecting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and their aspirations.
· Developing the knowledge, appreciation and understanding of staff, students and school communities about Aboriginal Australia.
· Supporting Aboriginal heritage, culture and spirituality.
· Supporting the Church’s commitment to social justice.
Implementation
· Delivery of Acknowledgement of Country at School assemblies and other School functions.
· Celebration of Harmony Day, NAIDOC Week, Reconciliation Week, Sorry Day and Indigenous Literacy Week.
· Incorporation of the Aboriginal Eight Ways of Learning.
· Flying of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flag, alongside the Australian flag on the School premises.
· Celebrate Aboriginal culture and spirituality by holding a bi-annual Aboriginal Cultural Day.
· Inclusion of Aboriginal studies and appropriate resources in to the curriculum across all stages.
· ‘Aboriginal Perspectives across the Curriculum’ will be implemented wherever possible.

· All data relating to the performance of Aboriginal students (NAPLAN) will be monitored annually to guide strategies for improved educational outcomes.
· Contact is made with the Maitland Newcastle Catholic Schools Office to acquire support from the Aboriginal Liaison Officer.
Roles

· Assurance of a contact person on staff to oversee Aboriginal Education, aspects and of cultural teaching and learning and the distribution of associated funding/resources within the school.

Professional Development and Training

· Professional Development opportunities will be made available to all staff to enhance understandings, knowledge, awareness and appreciation of traditional and contemporary Aboriginal culture, protocols and spirituality.

Budget
· There will be provision for Aboriginal Education support from the Catholic Schools Office through the Aboriginal Student Assistance Program (CASAP).
· Assistance with celebration of significant events and purchase of resources from the Catholic Schools Office.
Evaluation
This policy will be reviewed every three years:
· Pending on Government policy.
· Pending on CSO policy.
· Pending on funding.
· From data obtained by the Catholic Schools Office.
